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Please send information for  the May newsletter to sheilareeves@reevesfirst.com by April 15th. 

 
 
 

 Easter comes at the end of the 
month, but all during April, we con-
tinue to study, pray, and worship in 
preparation for the great day. 
 

 Easter is about resurrection. 
Resurrection is not a mere resuscita-
tion; it is more than that. Resurrec-
tion is being lifted to a new kind of 
life. Resurrection is a bold answer to 
death; and, indeed, a bold answer to 
anything that brings loss. 
 

 Easter is about renewal. Even 
the Spring flowers teach us this.  
There is a plan, which is unfolding, 
by which God is bringing the beauty 
of holiness into the world. 
 

 Easter is the joyful response 
to a season of penitence. While we 
wait for Easter, we confess our sins. 
Confession is hard. Admitting our 
weaknesses is not something we 
want to do. We take no joy in plumb-
ing the depths of our limitations. But 
our disability is met by God’s ability, 
and by God’s great loving kindness. 
In gratitude for God’s grace, we are 
joyful again. 
 

 Easter is hope of a particular 
kind. God demonstrates loving kind-
ness and power, in raising Jesus 
from the dead. Our hope that such 
divine love and power will win the 
world is confirmed. We believe in the 
goodness of God; and that God’s 
kingdom is coming. 

 Easter is forgiveness. The 
empty tomb is a sign of Christ’s vic-
tory over the forces that buried him 
there. These forces were political 
and religious. There was blame and 
name-calling. There was abuse of 
power. There was insult and mortal 
injury. But, in raising Jesus, God has 
effectively transcended the forces of 
evil. 
 

 Easter is ritual. Our worship 
connects us with other Christians in 
other times and places. The scrip-
tures we read and the proclamations 
we make are universal for our faith. 
 

 Easter tells us that the end              
of worship is the beginning of  
service. When the women went to 
Jesus’ tomb in the early hours of the 
morning, the sunrise signaled the 
end of the Jewish Sabbath.  The 
women came with embalming spices 
and with tears. Their compassion 
and care were a response to          
worship. 
 

 Easter is the proclamation of 
the gospel message.  What then 
are we to say about these 
things? ...He who did not withhold 
his own son, but gave him up for all 
of us, will he not with him give us 
everything else? (Romans 8:31-32) 
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Reading and generally being educated about the current shifts in culture and the church is an         
important activity for all to engage. This article contains a brief list of all the books that I am reading 
in order to try to understand how the church can be the presence of Christ in the world, and what 
that means for each and everyone of us that sits within these beautiful walls every Sunday. 
Throughout the books, good and useful information can be found, and other things in the books 
can be thrown out. Each of these books is trying to deal with the current shifts in the church and 
culture. If you could only read one book I recommend one called Reframing Hope by Carol Howard 
Merritt. If you are curious about what is happening in the church and society maybe these books 
can be of help in beginning to understand these things. 
 
Two Events worth noting:  
On Saturday April 2, Carol Howard Merritt will be speaking at Westminster Presbyterian in           
Nashville.  
On Monday April 11, Brian D. McLaren will be speaking at Western Kentucky University at 7pm. 
 
Books 
-Signs of Emergence: A Vision for Church that is Organic/ Networked/ Decentralized/ Bottom-up/ 
Communal/ Flexible/ Always Evolving by Kester Brewin (A British perspective) 
 
-The Future of Faith by Harvey Cox (an academic perspective) 
 
-Church in the Present Tense: A Candid Look at What’s Emerging edited by Scot Knight, Peter 
Rollins, Kevin Corcoran, Jason Clark (different academic perspectives on the church and what is 
happening with the emergent church movement) 
 
-Faith in Real Life:  Creating Community in the Park, Coffee Shop, and Living Room by Mike 
Tatlock (has some good practical ideas but a bit on the fundamentalist side) 
 
-What’s the Least I Can Believe and Still be a Christian: A Guide to What Matters Most by Martin 
Thielen (A provocative title that is getting at some important information. The book is published by 
Westminster John Knox) 
 
-Everything Must Change: When the World’s Biggest Problems and Jesus’ Good News Collide by 
Brian D. McLaren 
 
-Naked Spirituality: A Life with God in 12 Simple Words by Brian D. McLaren 
 
Bibles 
-Common English Bible: New Testament (A brand new translation that is easier to read than the 
NRSV. The translation is sponsored by the denominational publishers of – the Presbyterian (USA), 
Episcopalian, United Methodist, Disciples of Christ, and United Church of Christ. A complete        
version with the Old Testament and even the Apocrypha will be available in the fall.) 
 
-If you are looking for a children’s Bible that is actually scripture with integrity then a possibility is 
the Children’s Bible New Revised Standard Version. The publisher is Abingdon Press. 
 
A plan does exist for a children’s version of the Common English Bible but it is not due out until 
2012. 
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The Arts              The Arts              The Arts              The Arts                  

Art Board announces two shows 

 

 

Currently hanging in the church gallery are works by congrega-
tional members.  This exhibit ends April 15.  We are blessed to 
share the fruits of our artists' talents and to encourage their 
creative efforts.      
 
 
 

Beginning April 15 and continuing until May 20, our church gallery will participate with 
other galleries in this unique exhibit: 
 
 

“Meditations on the Holy Cross” an exhibition of paintings, drawings and sculpture by 
John Warren Oakes will be on display at The Gallery at 916 on State Street and at our 
church. In addition, The Gallery at 916 is presenting selected work from the series at 
Christ Episcopal Church, St. Joseph Catholic Church, and at Holy Spirit Catholic 
Church. An opening reception will be at the Presbyterian Church April 29th from 5:30 to 
7:30 in the fellowship hall. 
  
Oakes, a Professor of Art in the Art Department at Western Kentucky University, began 
the series in December 2008 and has completed over 100 paintings in oil, acrylic and 
encaustic, plus over 600 drawings, and a dozen low relief sculptures based on the Cru-
cifixion. 
 
Oakes described the series: 
“I am interested in depicting the life energy that emanates 
from Christ, not the crucifixion itself. It is the transcendence 
of the spirit on which I focus. To paint the crucifixion in a 
non-sentimental but emotionally charged way is my aim.” 
 
Oakes expresses this content by combining multiple visions 
of the crucifixion integrated with abstract forms and trans-
parent layers to suggest rather than depict the event. Hints 
of traditional images are barely visible.  The viewer will con-
tribute memories of the historical subject upon this frame-
work completing the image. 
 
An expression of respect for the subject and the feeling of 
life of the spirit emanating after the death of the body con-
tributes to the emotional impact of Oakes's art. 
 
Visitors to the exhibition may register and list their church 
affiliation at The Gallery at 916. The church with the most 
registered at the end of the exhibition will be given a painting 
of their choice (excluding sold inventory) from the exhibition. 
 

Meditations on the Holy Cross 
081212 

John Warren Oakes 
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 Youth  & College News             Youth  & College News             Youth  & College News             Youth  & College News                 
 

The David Wedge Scholarship Applications are now being accepted. High School Seniors who are active mem-
bers in The Presbyterian Church of Bowling are eligible to apply. Applications are available in the church office if you 
have not already received one. Application deadline is May 1. 
 
First Montreat Deposits are due. Only $50 for the first deposit. Please get your deposits to David if you haven’t 
already done so. Total cost this year is $350.  Addition $100 deposits are due May 1, June, 1, & July 1. We will at-
tend the 2011 Montreat Summer Youth Conference July 16-23.  This trip is for rising 9th graders thru graduated sen-
iors.  The first deposit of $50 reserves a spot.  Initial registration & housing deposit/payment have been submitted.  
As of now we have 22 people (youth & adults) who are going.  
 
We will be the host church for this summer’s “City Sights/City Lights”. This annual Western Ky. Presbytery 
event is for youth in grades 6-8.  Youth and their leaders will be housed at WKU with some meals at the church and 
some at WKU and other locations. We will do mission work in the community during the day. It will be June 29 – July 
1, 2011.  
 
Sunday Night Youth Group 6-8pm.  Dinner is served from 6:00-6:30pm; then we split into separate Junior/Senior 
High study groups. Come and join us! We usually have 25-30 in attendance each Sunday.  
 
Youth Group on March 20 was at Kerieakes Park. We had 45 people in attendance. We grilled hot dogs and ham-
burgers and played some games. A good time was had by all!  
 
Sunday School  9:45am In April we will begin a combined Jr./Sr. High Lenten study titled “Take Up Your Cross” 
which studies six different types of crosses. This will help the students to recognize their importance in the Christian 
faith, learning from the history of these symbols, and how the meaning behind them can offer insight into one’s own 
walk with the resurrected Christ.  
 
Wednesday Night Youth Fellowship Meeting We have begun an additional youth fellowship meeting on Wednes-
day nights.  It is for 8-12th graders and meets from 5:00-6:30pm at the church.  We are currently discussing the book 
“Being Presbyterian in the Bible Belt” by Ted V. Foote Jr. & P. Alex Thornburg.  
 
David Muffett will be taking study leave April 25 through May 9. The first week he will be attending the Youth 
Ministry Forum at Princeton Theological Seminary April 26-29 . He has been accepted into the Princeton Certificate 
in Theology and Youth Ministry program. This three year program begins with an opening Retreat May April 29-May 
1. After Princeton, He’ll head to Montreat for the Annual Recreation Workshop May 2-7.  
 
The College ministry meets every Wednesday at the church at 8 pm.  Currently, we are studying the intersection 
of faith & society.  We’ve been journeying through H. Richard Niebuhr book Christ & Culture.  Afterward we’ll look 
at some responses to Niebuhr’s book like Craig Carter’s Rethinking Christ & Culture.  There’s always some food and 
sodas available and a warm atmosphere for questions and discussion. Terry Shoemaker leads this group. 

Montreat 2010 Picnic at  Kerieakes Park. 
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 Kids’ Page             Kids’ Page             Kids’ Page             Kids’ Page                 

 

Let’s continue working our way through the alphabet as we learn about God and 
how He wants us to live. This month’s letter is “I” -  for Israel. Genesis 32:24-32 
tells how and why God changed Jacob’s name to Israel. Ask a grown-up to read or 
tell you this story. 

 

Come join us for King’s Kids at 9:30 on Sunday mornings in room 203! 
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 Presbyterian WomenPresbyterian WomenPresbyterian WomenPresbyterian Women    
 

       PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN IN THE PRESBYTERY 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPRING GATHERING 
 

Highland PC in Hopkinsville 
Thursday, April 14 

Theme:  HEART SONGS 
Speaker:  Jackie Riddle 
PW Synod Moderator 

 
Contact: Shirley Schoen 270-622-2576 by Monday, April 11,  

  Lunch: $5.00 
 

MAY LUNCHEON 
 

Wednesday, May 4th at 12:00 noon in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Speaker:  Carolyn Diener our USAME (U.S.A. Mission Experience) Synod representative.  

TOPIC:  Her trip to South Dakota to visit with Native American women. 

 

Contact Cheryl at the church 843-4707 by Friday, April 29. 

(Babysitter upon request) 

 

All women of the church, whether a member of a circle or not, are invited to come.   

Treat yourself to lunch on us!   BRING: NIN sewing & Manna Mart food items. 

 

MENU:  Grilled Tequila-Lime Marinated Chicken Breasts w/ Mango Salsa, 

Green Rice, Tossed Salad & Dessert 
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Hygiene Kits to be assembled 
 

Presbyterian Women are being called upon by Church World Services to assemble 
Hygiene Kits for our brothers and sisters in Japan. If you would like to participate in 
this project, please leave your items in the box marked for this purpose underneath 
the staircase at the 10th Street entrance of the Church. 
Listed below are items for the kits: 
 

 One hand towel, measuring approximately 16" x 28" 
 One wash cloth 
 One wide-tooth comb 
 One nail clipper 
 One bar of soap (bath size in wrapper) 
 One toothbrush (in original packaging) 
 Six standard size band-Aids 
 

Please place all items in a one-gallon plastic bag with a zipper closure, remove ex-
cess air from bag and seal. Please do not include toothpaste in the Hygiene Kit. 
Cartons of toothpaste that have an extended expiration date will be added to            
Hygiene Kit just prior to shipping. Processing and shipping cost is $2 per kit and we 
are asking you to make a check payable to Church World Services and leave that 
in the office with Cheryl or if one belongs to a Circle, you may also leave a check or 
cash with your treasurer and she will write one check from your Circle. 
 

The box will remain under the stairs until Friday, May 13th. Shirley Schoen has 
been most gracious and has made arrangements for the items to be delivered to 
Church World Services in Elkhart Indiana on Monday, May 16th. 
 

Your kits, donations and prayers are very much appreciated! 
Blessings to you all, Donna Meredith 

                                                                                                 

Sympathy is extended  to the following members and friends 
of this church who  have recently lost loved ones: 

  
 

 
 

Blakey Hayes in the death of his aunt, Freda Blakey 

 

Kyda West in the death of her father, Everett “Ike” Hancock 

 

The family of Frances Budde 

 

The family of Tom Zimmer 

 

The family of Newton Robinson 

 

The family of Nat Love 
\ 

Toni Stahl in the death of her sister, Margaret Kincannon 
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Ladies’ Night Out set for May 11th 
 

LADIES, be sure to mark your calendar for  
WEDNESDAY, MAY 11TH, 5:30 PM,  
IN FELLOWSHIP HALL  — 
AN EVENT TITLED “LADIES’ NIGHT OUT”!  

 

The evening will include a luscious dinner for ladies ages  
4 to 104, prepared and served by some of our good guys!  
 

There also will be fun and funny entertainment:   
a Mystery Comedienne, and special music by Ernie Small and  
Church Cohorts (not the official name).  
 

Plan to come and bring your mother, daughters, grandmother, sister(s),  
and girlfriends. (They don’t have to be church members to join in the fun!). 
A nursery will be provided for children 3 and under.   
 

Reservations will be taken starting in mid-April. Watch your emails from  
the church office, the church bulletins, the newsletter,  and your mail.  
 

TO DO right now:  
MARK YOUR CALENDAR AND PLAN TO COME.  

Hop on over to the Easter Egg Hunt 
 

The annual Easter Egg Hunt for children will take place at Bob 
and Sandy Franklin’s home—1740 Greenview Lane — on  
Saturday, April 23, 2011. 
 

Activities will begin at 1:30 pm, and the Egg Hunt will begin at 
2:30 pm. 
 

Here are driving directions to The Franklins’ home: 
Take Fairview Ave away from town. 
Turn left onto Indian Hills Drive, and travel 0.7 mile. 
Turn right onto Greenview Lane. 

          The Franklins’ home will be on the left. 
 

Congregational Care & FellowshipCongregational Care & FellowshipCongregational Care & FellowshipCongregational Care & Fellowship    
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Gordoneers staying busy 

 

Gordoneers went into overtime in March! After the “Name That Tune” program and a 
sing along, many stayed for more fellowship and song. A big THANK YOU to Mike 
Kanan for sharing his piano talents with us. Also thanks to Donna Hill and Charles 
and Pat Reid for hosting.  
 

Arnie Petrus (Program Director) announces the following: 
 

 April 8, Ronda Birchell from Air Evac Lifeteam 
 

 May 13, Gordoneers Got Talent. Any talent you can bring and share. 
    Can be singing, dancing, playing instruments, art work, poetry.  
 

 June 10, Picnic at Covington Woods.  
 

Bobbie Strickler is happy to announce host slots are filling, but we still need hosts for 
October and November. 

Good Products for a Good Cause!! 
 

The Presbyterian Coffee Project is again pleased to offer an opportu-
nity to order Equal Exchange Fairly Traded coffee, tea, cocoa, 
chocolate bars, and snack items. Orders will be taken on Sunday, 
April 3. Orders will be taken between services from 9:30 – 11:00 in 
Fellowship Hall. Ordered products should  be received before Easter. 
We urge you to participate in this interfaith program, which has such a positive impact 
on small farmers. Orders need to be prepaid, so please bring your checkbook or cash. 
If you are not able to place an order on that date, but would like to purchase products, 
please call Pam Kielty or Steve Todd (843-1350) prior to April 3 and a phone order can 
be arranged. 

Friday Prayer Group continues  
 

The Friday prayer group will be meeting at 12:30pm to continue the study and               
practice of  centering prayer, April 1,8,15,and 29. We will not meet Good Friday,            
the 22nd. 

Come see the renovated library 
 

Our church library is accepting books for the “Share a Book” program. When you get 
a chance, kindly visit the library. It has been re-shelved, and new signs have been 
added to help you locate materials. The library is accessible by elevator and is in the 
back corner of the third floor, near the conference room. 
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 Church and CommunityChurch and CommunityChurch and CommunityChurch and Community    

 

  Good Friday Service 
 

   There will be a Good Friday Worship Service in our sanctuary 
    at noon on April 22, 2011. There will be a reading of the  
    Passion Narrative, with prayer and music. 

Several downtown churches will offer ecumenical noontime Holy 
Week services again this year. Each one begins at noon and lasts 
about 30 minutes. You will want to attend as many of these as you 

can, and worship with other Christians in our community. A light 
lunch will be available at the conclusion of each worship service. 

 
 Date     Location      Preacher  
  
 

     Monday  4/18      Christ Episcopal  Church    John Wesley 

 

     Tuesday  4/19  The Presbyterian Church Michael Blewett 
 

     Wednesday 4/20  First Christian Church  Mark Hopper 
 

     Thursday 4/21  First Baptist Church             Paul Fryman 

“Hosannah! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.” 
Palm Sunday is on April 17th this year. Come join with your church 
family as together we remember Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusa-
lem on the back of a young donkey following His miracle of raising 

Lazarus from the dead. The people waved palm branches as a  
symbol of victory. But Palm Sunday also marks Jesus’ last week on 
earth, and our joy will soon be replaced with the darkness of Friday. 

The Fellowship committee invites you to attend the annual 
Maundy Thursday dinner on April 21 at 6PM in the fellowship 
hall. We will offer a middle eastern feast provided by several of 
our good cooks. Joel and Betty Brown will prepare the lamb. 
Other dishes will be prepared by Marilyn Anderson, Ann                
Covington, Fred and Kathy Higgins, Donna Hill, Dorothy Krepps 
and Herb Simmons.     
 

Worship will follow at 7PM in the Sanctuary, and will               
include the sacrament of Communion. 
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Other dishes will be prepared by Marilyn Anderson, Ann                

Celebrate and care for God’s creation! 
 

The Interfaith Coalition on Earth Care would like to bring to your            
attention to the following opportunities to celebrate and care for  
God’s Creation this month:  
 

April 11
th   Lecturer Brian McLaren   

Location:  Downing University Center - DUC 0224      
Time:    7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
 

Discussions of McLaren’s book Everything Must Change will be  
      held March 31& April 7 — 6:00-7:00pm — at the ALIVE Center  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

April 16-  WKU Rain Barrel making workshop, check WKU website for details 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

April 22-  Earth Day Celebration  on WKU campus 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

April 23-   Celebrate Earth Day by joining an invasive plant Weed Pull 1:00-4:00pm 
at Lost River Cave,  Interfaith prayer circle at 1:00pm. Register now or at the event. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

April 23-  watch for the Warren County Household Hazardous Waste Collection           
information 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

First Friday ServiceFirst Friday ServiceFirst Friday ServiceFirst Friday Service    
 

Friday  April 1, 2011 
5:30pm   The Sanctuary 

 

Worship led by  
Matthew Covington & Kara Hildebrandt 

 

All are invited to attend. 
 

A great way to start your weekend! 

Easter Morning 
 
7:00am Sunrise Service 

7:30am Breakfast 
8:30am Worship 

9:30am Breakfast 
11:00am Worship 
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Living Waters for the World Water Installation Planned 
  

April:  WHERE IN THE WORLD IS KELLY GOAD?  Kelly Goad is on the move, 
his first stop, Clean Water U!  Check out the map on the landing as we try to 
keep up with Kelly on his Living Water Journey. 
 

What is Clean Water U?   
It is the training school of Living Waters for the World. Located deep in the South-
ern woods of Hopewell Camp and Conference Center in Oxford, Mississippi. 
(http://www.camphopewell.com/) 
Clean Water U is a simulation experience designed to equip mission teams with the 
skills necessary to form partnerships with communities in need of clean water, 
equip local leaders to lead ongoing health, hygiene and spiritual education                  
and install the Living Waters for the World clean water system (http://
www.livingwatersfortheworld.org/PageSD-SystemDiagram.php).  For more informa-
tion check out the website:  http://www.livingwatersfortheworld.org 
 

May:  The Mission Committee will host a Sunday school presentation on May 
8, 2011 in the fellowship hall.  A working clean water system will be on dis-
play and our installation team will deliver a demonstration on how the system 
functions and how clean water  transforms lives. 
 

June:   Our church team will install a Living Waters for the World clean water 
installation at a school run by Hearts in Action in Flores, Guatemala.   Nine 
months of rain water will be collected, treated and then distributed to 355 stu-
dents/families. When students carry home 5 gallon containers of clean water, 
they will be transporting physical and economic well being to their people. 

"An Easter of Unending Joy, We May Obtain at Last" 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 
 

 I am writing to you in Easter Joy and Resurrection Hope! Significant to this hope is our mu-
tual commitment to the ministry God has given us. In the resurrection of Jesus Christ, God offers 
a promise of renewal and new life. In that spirit, I believe our church is moving toward reconcilia-
tion and peace, following some difficult personnel and administrative decisions. I join you in sor-
row for what has been lost, but also in a shared hope for the future and a desire to build up the 
body of Christ. 
 

A number of you have offered the leadership of our church your encouragement and affir-
mation. Please accept my thanks for your kindnesses. We have also received valid criticism. 
More than ever, I realize the importance of making the church’s processes transparent to the 
congregation, and the value of continuing to seek ways to extend authority and responsibility to a 
broader part of our entire membership. 

 

The Session has been reading a book entitled Reframing Hope, written by a Presbyterian minis-
ter, Carol Howard Merritt. This is the first step in a larger process of discernment and planning we 

(See Fresh Visions, page 13) 
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equip local leaders to lead ongoing health, hygiene and spiritual education                  

M.E.A.L.S., INC. is the April “Benevolence of the Month” 
 

 M.E.A.L.S., Inc. was originally developed by Jeff Story, Youth Pastor for the First Baptist Church in 
Bowling Green, Kentucky. He recruited other Bowling Green churches to join First Baptist in the effort to 
provide on Saturdays for the needy people of Bowling Green, some of which received other services during 
the week but were without a weekend source for food. 
 At the beginning of the program all meals were served on a walk-in basis at the Emmanuel Baptist 
Church on Main Street.  However, it soon became apparent that many people needing meals were unable 
to leave their homes. By the mid 1990s a delivery program was added. As the years progressed, fewer and 
fewer people participated in the walk-in program. It was fazed out in 2006 with the final walk-in folks added 
to delivery routes. 
 The delivery program has steadily grown from 40 people served in 2000 to 160 recipients in 2006. The 
number of delivery routes has grown from 3 in 2000 to 9 in 2010. The growth has made it necessary to form 
an expansion committee to address financial and work resources. We currently deliver to approximately 200 
individuals each weekend. 
 Each recipient receives a hot meal, bread and some pantry items. It is intended to be sufficient food to 
last throughout the weekend. 
 The churches that are involved are Christ Episcopal, Bowling Green Christian, Holy Spirit, Broadway 
United Methodist Church, Rich Pond Baptist, St. Joseph’s, Fairview United Methodist Church, Cumberland 
Presbyterian, First Baptist, First Christian, Christ United Methodist, The Church at B0owling Green, Living 
Hope, and of course our church, The Presbyterian Church. 
 For the remainder of the year 2011, our congregation will b responsible for delivering meals Saturday, 
May 14, August 13, and November 12. We need 5 to 7 individuals to sort food at St. Joseph’s Church be-
ginning at approximately 7:00 a.m. and consisting of about 1 1/2 hours of work. We then will need drivers 
for the 9 routes at approximately 8:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. We like to send folks out in pairs of 2. 
 M.E.A.L.S., Inc. offers an opportunity to have direct contact with those in our community who are in 
need. You will find that it is a very humbling experience which has proven meaningful to those members of 
our church who have participate in this program. If you are interested in either sorting food or delivering 
food, please contact Pamela Bratcher at Pamela@pamelabratcher.com or at (270) 780-6312. 
 Also, M.E.A.L.S., Inc. is looking for a new coordinator. Al Baker has worked miracles at obtaining do-
nated food and cooking delicious meals every Saturday. If anyone is interested in this very worthwhile vol-
unteer position please contact Pamela Bratcher.  

are calling “Holy Conversations.” The process is named this because we expect to involve many 
people in addressing the creation of fresh visions for our church. 
 

 The call to ministry is a great and sacred trust, and I commend our present staff, and the oth-
ers who have labored for the Lord with us here for the contributions they have made.  I wish those 
who have worked here in the past the very best as they continue to exercise their gifts and talents 
for ministry in future vineyards. 
 

My effectiveness as a pastor depends on my having good relations with the staff and mem-
bership of our Church.  In these relationships, it is vital that we reach out to each other as brothers 
and sisters in Christ.  We should pray and strive for mutual respect; open and direct communica-
tion; attention to needs for privacy and confidentiality within the bounds of Presbyterian polity; sin-
cere trust; and a willingness to seek resolution of conflict.   
 

 I thank God for my life with every member of our congregation and staff in ministry, and I will 
look to God’s guidance as we move forward together. 
 
    Know you are loved,  
 

                                     Matthew Covington 

Fresh Visions (from page 12) 
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April 2 

 Cathey Green 

April 3 

 Rocky Cooper 

 Beverly Graham 

 Leah Watson 

April 4 

 Charlie Evans 

April 5 

 Rosemary Henry 

April 6 

 Tina Coates 

April 7 

 Robert Paul 

 Tanner Polen 

April 8 

 Logan Atkerson 

 Ryan Clemons 

 John Fitts 

 Cameron Lebedinsky 

April 10 

 Dorothy Krepps 

April 11 

 John Grise 

 Trina Larson 

 Lillian Simpson 

 William Strickland 

 

 

April 13 

 Jenna Begley 

April 15 

 Catherine Larson 

April 17 

 Megan Algie 

 Kate Bigler 

 Elizabeth Covington 

 Ron Lucas 

April 18 

 Pat Moore 

April 19 

 Susan Webb 

April 21 

 Carlie Bowen 

April 22 

 Judith Whitson 

 Meg Webb 

April 23 

 Jimmy Hines 

April 25 

 Cathy Bryant 

 Shug Jefferies 

 Paul Just 

April 26 

 Timothy Whitaker 

 

 

 

April 27 

 Marty Deputy 

 Alice Englebright 

 Robert Franklin 

 Susan Thomison 

April 28 

 Rebecca Gentry 

April 29 

 Jim Tyrie, Jr. 

April 30 

 Nick Rabold 

  
  

  

 

April BirthdaysApril BirthdaysApril BirthdaysApril Birthdays    
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 April Calendar of EventsApril Calendar of EventsApril Calendar of EventsApril Calendar of Events    
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1   12:30pm  
Friday Prayer 
5:30pm First Friday 

Worship 

2 
  

3       8:30am Worship 
9:45am Sunday 

School 
11:00am Worship 
12:00pm Healing & 

Wholeness Service 
4:00pm Rainbow 

Ringers 
5:00pm Bible Study 
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High 

Youth 

4 
11:00am Circle 3 

 

 

 
 
 
6:00pm SOKY 

Women in Ministry 
  
 

5 
9:30 Staff Mtg. 
11:00am  

Special Care 

 
4:30pm  Peace-

making 
7:00pm  

Deacons 
  

6 
  
 
 
5:00pm Youth 

Group 
5:15pm Dinner 
6:05pm Worship 
7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 

7 
  

8 
 
12:30pm Friday 

Prayer 

 

 
6:30pm  

Gordoneers 
  

9 
  

10   8:30am Worship 
9:30am King’s Kids 
9:45am Sunday 

School 
9:45am Sun. Morn. 

Circle 
11:00am Worship 
4:00pm Rainbow 

Ringers 
5:00pm Bible Study 
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High 

Youth 

11 
10:00am Hope 

Scantlin Shawl 

Ministry 
11:30am  Circle 9 
  
  

12 
11:00am  

Special Care 
  
5:00pm Worship 

Min 
6:30pm Missions 
7:00pm  

Camera Club 
  

13 
9:15am Wed. Morn 

Circle 
9:30am Circle 6 
3:00pm Property 

Min. 
5:00pm Youth 

Group 
5:15pm Dinner 
6:05pm Worship 
7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 

14 
  

15 
12:30pm Friday 

Prayer 

16 
  

17   Palm Sunday 
 8:30am Worship 
9:30am King’s Kids 
9:45am Sunday 

School 
11:00am Worship 
4:00pm Rainbow 

Ringers 
5:00pm Bible Study 
6:00pm Jr./Sr. High 

Youth 
Holy Week Begins 

18 
  
 

19 
9:30 Staff Mtg. 
11:00am  

Special Care 
11:00am  

Finance Min. 
12:00pm  

Worship 

 
7:00pm Eve. 

Circle 
7:00pm Session 

20 
11:00am Circle 4 
  
 

 
5:00pm Youth 

Group 
7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 

21   Maundy  

        Thursday 
  

 
6:00pm  

Middle  

Eastern Meal 
7:00pm 

Maundy 

Thurs.  

Worship & 

Communion  

22    Good Friday 

  
12:00pm Worship 
12:30pm Friday 

Prayer 
  

23 
  
  
1:30pm 

Easter Egg 

Hunt  

24          Easter 
7:00am “The Sun Has 

Risen”  Worship 
7:30am Easter Break-

fast 
8:30am Worship 
9:30am King’s Kids 
9:45am Sunday 

School 
11:00am Worship 
4:00pm Rainbow 

Ringers 
5:00pm Bible Study 
 

25 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

26 
9:30 Staff Mtg. 
11:00am  

Special Care 
  
7:00pm  

Christian Ed. 
Ministry 
  

27 
  
  

 

 

 

 
5:00pm Youth 

Group 
7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
  

28 
 

29 
10:00am Morning 

Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30pm  

Artist  

Reception 

30 
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The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington          Pastor 
Rev. Kara Hildebrandt      Associate Pastor 
Thomas N. Moody                                                             Organist 
David Muffett                  Director of Youth Ministries 
Terry Shoemaker                  Dir. of Youth & College in Missions 
Richard Barefoot                    Administrator 
Steve Moore                                   Treasurer 
Cheryl Gregory                           Secretary 
Dana Patterson               Director, Preschool Learning Center 
Cedric Whitney                                                               Custodian 
Deborah Flynn                              Sunday Sexton 
Sheila Reeves       Newsletter Editor 
 

“Our reason for being is to manifest 

the good news of Jesus Christ in  

word and deed so that disciples are 

made by means of inspiring and  

engaging worship, relevant and  

reliable education, compassionate  

and caring fellowship, meaningful  

and magnanimous outreach, to the 

glory of God.” 

April 2011 

Friday, April 15th is  the deadline Friday, April 15th is  the deadline Friday, April 15th is  the deadline Friday, April 15th is  the deadline     
for the May 2011 newsletter. for the May 2011 newsletter. for the May 2011 newsletter. for the May 2011 newsletter.     
Send your information  to Send your information  to Send your information  to Send your information  to 

sheilareeves@reevesfirst.comsheilareeves@reevesfirst.comsheilareeves@reevesfirst.comsheilareeves@reevesfirst.com    
    

Newsletters are available on-line at 
www.bgpres.org 


